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2 0 2 4  K A T I E  S C H O O L 
HALL OF FAME LAUREATE

Timothy W. Turner
CEO, Ryan Specialty 
Chairman, RT Specialty
Timothy W. Turner is CEO of Ryan Specialty, Chairman of 
Ryan Turner Specialty, and a member of Ryan Specialty’s 
Board of Directors.

Turner is supporting the mission of the Katie School 
Hall of Fame by representing the industry as a leader 
of excellence and for his support building the next 
generation of insurance leaders.
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2 0 2 4  K A T I E  S C H O O L 
LEADERSHIP AWARDS

MISSION AND VISION 
OF KATIE SCHOOL 
HALL OF FAMEYoung Leader Award:  

Megan Smalter ’20 
CNA Insurance

In Memorial Award: 

Mark Willis 
Industry Executive 
Katie School Executive 
Advisory Board Member 
2000–2015

The mission of the Katie School Hall 

of Fame is to attract and develop 

the next generation of insurance 

leaders. The vision is to attain the 

resources that permit the Katie School 

to become the premier innovator in 

creating and promoting engaging 

learning experiences for top students 

from high school through university 

to become risk management and 

insurance leaders.

Katie School alumni in attendance at the 2022 Katie 
School Hall of Fame Innovation and Leadership 
Awards Event.



At Illinois State University, we want students to discover and 
develop their individual interests and passions. We want our 
students to take those passions and achieve a level of personal 
growth beyond what they ever thought possible. Illinois State is 
our passion and our business. Our goal remains to be the first 
choice for business education in Illinois.
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As Executive Director 
of the Katie School 
of Insurance and 
Risk Management 
at Illinois State 
University, I would 
like to thank you 
for your investment 
in the future of the 
insurance industry. In 
addition to honoring 
our laureate, and 
other honorees at 

this esteemed event, your support helps to attract and 
develop the next generation of insurance leaders. The 
funds received from this event will provide scholarships 
and programming activities to help attract top talent 
and provide the Katie School with resources to continue 
to develop students at the velocity of change. Since its 
inception in 1991, the Katie School has helped support 
more than 3,400 students who graduated from Illinois 
State University and entered the insurance industry. Each 
year the Katie School provides support for more than 
300 risk management and insurance (RMI) students, 
undergraduate and graduate actuarial students, as well as 
other students interested in insurance careers. 

The Katie School also reaches out to high school 
students and provides them with innovative risk and 
insurance experiences to help them better understand 
the industry. The Katie School creates and funds unique 
learning opportunities for a broad array of students. 
Tonight’s Hall of Fame event focuses on the accomplish-
ments and service of leaders in the risk and insurance 
field. The challenges of our current times highlight the 
importance of leaders who can help us navigate through 
times of risk and uncertainty. 

Our 2024 laureate is Timothy W. Turner, CEO 
Ryan Specialty, Chairman RT Specialty. Turner is an 
international leader in the insurance industry, and he has 
set an inspiring example for the next generation with his 

outstanding contributions to the insurance industry, his 
work with charities, and support for educating the next 
generation. The proceeds from tonight’s event go to two 
causes: the Katie School program to run all of our activ-
ities for attracting and developing the students at Illinois 
State University interested in careers in risk management 
and insurance, and to Timothy W. Turner’s Impact Fund, 
which is targeted to diverse students from Chicago area 
high schools and early college students, to help attract 
them to the industry. 

Mark Willis, former AIG executive, is honored 
in memorial. Mark was a tireless advocate for bringing 
talent into the insurance industry. He served as chair 
of the Katie School board, and it is his leadership that 
provided us the encouragement and support to begin the 
Katie School Hall of Fame. Mark was much beloved by 
all those who knew and worked with him, and his loss is 
tremendous. 

Our Young Leader award winner is Megan Smalter, 
an Illinois State University, Katie School graduate. Me-
gan is a Private Company Management Liability Under-
writer at CNA Insurance. Megan is a mentor to students 
and younger graduates and serves numerous leadership 
roles in the insurance industry, including the President 
of Rising Risk Professionals through Chicago RIMS, 
President of Insurance Associates, a committee member 
of the Future PLUS Mentorship Taskforce, and an active 
member of the Association of Professional Insurance 
Women. She has completed her Chartered Property and 
Casualty Underwriter (CPCU) and Registered Profes-
sional Liability Underwriter (RPLU) designations.

The leaders we honor tonight are an inspiration to 
all and an example for the next generation of risk man-
agement and insurance leaders. 

 
Jim Jones
CPCU, ARM, AiC
Executive Director of the Katie School of 
Insurance and Risk Management

Message from the Katie School of Insurance 
and Risk Management 

Executive Director 
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About the Katie School 
Hall of Fame

Mission
The mission of the Katie School Hall of Fame and 
Leadership and Innovation awards is to educate and 
inspire the next generation of industry leaders to 
consider a career in risk management and insurance 
by recognizing and detailing the work of individuals 
in the industry who have benefited society, provided 
leadership, and exhibited innovation.

Vision
We seek to honor key leaders in the insurance 
industry who exemplify innovation, social respon-
sibility, leadership, and professional excellence; and 
to inspire the next generation of leadership to reach 
these high levels of accomplishments. Contribu-
tions to this event are an investment in the future 
of the industry. Through your support, the Katie 
School of Insurance and Risk Management will be 
able to address important industry needs and con-
tinue to attract and develop top talent. The Katie 
School has received praise from numerous industry 
leaders who have been impressed with the extraor-
dinary measures taken to meet these specific indus-
try needs. It is common to hear, “Nobody is doing 
anything like what the Katie School is doing.”

Hall of Fame Laureate
The Katie School Hall of Fame Laureate is among 
the most prestigious honors in the industry. It is 
awarded to a preeminent individual who has per-
formed in a key executive position in an insurance 
organization. A record of significant contributions 
to both the industry and society are the hallmarks 
of the Laureate’s character. As a role model for the 
industry, this distinguished individual inspires stu-

dents and attracts investment in Katie School pro-
grams that will help them excel. The Laureate is an 
individual who embodies the ideals of innovation, 
social responsibility, and professional excellence and 
supports the strategic goals of the Katie School of 
Insurance and Risk Management. 

Leadership Awards
The Leadership Awards are given to risk manage-
ment, insurance organizations, agencies, individuals 
and young leaders who exemplify excellence within 
the insurance industry.

Recipients of this award must represent the follow-
ing overarching criteria:

•	 Innovation 

•	 Leadership

•	 Significant industry contribution 

•	 Outstanding performance 

•	 Social responsibility 

Ideal candidates will have demonstrable results 
showing business growth, profitability, positive 
environmental impact, extensive reach in the 
number of people impacted, as well as the ability to 
collaborate, share, and influence others in pro-
moting practices that positively impact people, the 
planet, and profitability of the insurance industry. 
We invite you to learn more about our mission, the 
criteria for the selection of winners, and the accom-
plishments of those honored by visiting the Katie 
School Hall of Fame at www.KatieSchool.org.
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Timothy W. Turner is CEO of Ryan Specialty, Chairman of Ryan Turner 
Specialty, and a member of Ryan Specialty’s Board of Directors.

Turner has had an extraordinary 37+ year career providing leader-
ship, expertise and service within the insurance industry. Turner initially 
joined Ryan Specialty in 2010 to create and develop Ryan Turner 
Specialty (RT Specialty), Ryan Specialty’s wholesale brokerage division. 
Under Turner’s exceptional strategic leadership, RT Specialty is now one 
of the top wholesale distributors of specialty insurance in the country 
and known for its expertise and outstanding client service. On October 
1, 2024, Turner succeeded Pat Ryan as CEO of Ryan Specialty, leading 
the firm forward through a period of remarkable growth and success.

Prior to joining Ryan Specialty in 2010, Turner was the President 
of CRC Insurance Services, Inc., one of the largest wholesale insurance brokers in the U.S. at the time. 
Turner joined the Crump Group in 1990 as a casualty broker, quickly distinguished himself as a leader, 
and was named President of the Chicago office. Turner began his insurance career as a casualty broker 
with A.J. Renner & Associates in 1987.

Turner has received a number of awards, the most recent being chosen as the Katie School Hall of 
Fame Laureate 2024. Additional awards include being inducted into Insurance Business America’s Hall 
of Fame in 2022 and being named the 2021 Spirit of Life Honoree by the National Insurance Industry 
Council and City of Hope. In 2020, the Insurance Insider named Turner the Distribution Leader of the 
Year, honoring him as the year’s most influential and outstanding individual in insurance distribution. In 
2019, Turner received the prestigious Insurance Industry “Good Scout” Award from the Boy Scouts of 
America, Greater New York Councils.

Before joining the insurance industry, Turner graduated from the Detroit Police Academy, served 
on the Wayne County SWAT Team, and was an undercover narcotics officer with the Narcotics Cocaine 
Task Force with the Michigan State Police.

In 2019, Turner co-founded the Robert J. Turner Foundation, whose mission is to honor coura-
geous police service men and women and to make a lasting impact on the families of fallen officers. A 
graduate of Madonna University, Turner holds a Bachelor of Science degree in criminal justice and is a 
member of the university’s board of trustees.

Timothy W. Turner
CEO, Ryan Specialty 

Chairman, RT Specialty

2024 KATIE SCHOOL 
HALL OF FAME LAUREATE

KATIE SCHOOL HALL OF FAME  |  2024   5



2024 YOUNG LEADER AWARD

Megan Smalter graduated from Illinois State University in 2020 
with a Bachelor of Science in Risk Management and Insurance 
and Finance with a minor in Spanish. During her time at ISU, 
she was involved in Gamma Iota Sigma—Risk Management 
and Insurance Fraternity, Alpha Kappa Psi—Professional Busi-
ness Fraternity, and was a Business Week mentee/mentor and 
a Thrive Peer Mentor. She also was a Katie School of Insurance 
International Intern in Zurich, Switzerland, and studied abroad 
in Granada, Spain. She participated in the Principled Business 
Leadership Institute premier learning and leadership program. 
Additionally, she received the Connie Krug Service Award and 
was the COUNTRY Financial Outstanding Senior in Finance 
at Illinois State University. She also participated in the Business 

Week Corporate, Social Responsibility Case Competition, sponsored by COUNTRY Financial. 
She is currently a Private Company Management Liability Underwriter at CNA Insurance 

and maintains many broker relationships in the Chicago, Minnesota, and Cincinnati territories. 
Smalter is also involved in the insurance industry as the President of Rising Risk Professionals 
through Chicago RIMS, President of Insurance Associates, a committee member of the Future 
PLUS Mentorship Taskforce, and an active member of the Association of Professional Insurance 
Women. She has completed her Chartered Property and Casualty Underwriter (CPCU) and 
Registered Professional Liability Underwriter (RPLU) designations. 

Smalter enjoys volunteering for the American Red Cross and Breakthrough T1D (previously 
known as JDRF—Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation). She is running her first half-mara-
thon in support of Type 1 diabetes at the end of October. Her hobbies include spending time 
with family and friends, going to Cubs and Bears games, wakeboarding, and water skiing in the 
summer, and learning about new cultures and languages while traveling. She is a recipient of the 
Early Career Achievement Award for the College of Business at Illinois State University. 

Megan Smalter 
CPCU, RPLU 
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TALENT CHAMPIONS
AIG
Lexington Insurance Company

PLATINUM INVESTORS
Ascot
Surplus Line Association of Illinois
Timothy W. Turner

GOLD INVESTORS
A.M. Best
Amwins Insurance Brokerage
Aon Corporation
Business Insurance
Chubb
CRC Group
Crum & Forster
Everest
Gallagher
Markel Group
Munich Re Specialty
Navigators, a brand of The Hartford
Pantheon Specialty
Patrick G. and Shirley W. Ryan Foundation
RSUI Group, Inc.
RT Specialty
Sompo

SILVER INVESTORS
Allianz Commercial
Arch Insurance
Aspen
AWAC
AXIS
Berkshire Hathaway Specialty Insurance

Marsh
RLI
South Bay Search
Starr Insurance
Travelers
Westfield Specialty
Zurich E&S

BRONZE INVESTORS
Applied Specialty Underwriters
Argo Group
AXA XL
Bowhead Specialty
CNA
COUNTRY Financial
GenStar / Gen Re
HDI Global US
Lloyd's
USLI

FRIENDS OF KATIE SCHOOL
Beazley 
Coaction Specialty Insurance
Intact Insurance
Liberty Mutual
Lockton
Pantheon Insurance 
Ryan Re
Tokio Marine HCC

H A L L  O F  FA M E

CONTRIBUTORS
The following individual and organizations have made a significant 

investment in the future of the industry.

Scan for a complete, 
up to date list of all 
donors who contribute 
to this cause.
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PA S T  H A L L  O F  FA M E  R E C I P I E N T S

HALL OF FAME  
LAUREATE

Patrick G. Ryan 
Chairman and CEO

Ryan Specialty Group LLC

INDIVIDUAL 
AWARD

Daniel Kugler
Assistant Treasurer

Snap-on Inc.

INSURANCE  
AGENCY AWARD

The Financial  
Resource Network & 
The Cassara Clinic

Louis J. Cassara
Chairman/CEO

YOUNG LEADER  
AWARD

Jason Marion
Vice President

AB Resources Inc.

INSURANCE  
ORGANIZATION 

AWARD

MicroInsurance Centre
Michael McCord

Founder and President

2012

HALL OF FAME  
LAUREATE

David Lockton
Chairman

Lockton Cos.

INDIVIDUAL AWARD

Jim Parizek
Retired-past Senior  

Vice President 
Emeritus and Consultant 
Arthur J. Gallagher & Co.

YOUNG LEADER  
AWARD

Marcie Stephan
Assistant Vice President

Berkshire Hathaway Specialty 
Insurance

INSURANCE  
ORGANIZATION 

AWARD

Amica Insurance

2014

HALL OF FAME  
LAUREATE

Edward B. Rust Jr. 
Former Chairman

State Farm Mutual Automobile 
Insurance Co.

HALL OF FAME  
LEADERSHIP  

HONOREE

Mark Willis
Former Chairman

AIG Property & Casualty,  
U.S. and Canada

YOUNG LEADER  
AWARD

Jake Timmins
Vice President
RT Specialty

2016

HALL OF FAME  
LAUREATE

 J. Patrick Gallagher, Jr. 
Chairman, President, CEO  
Arthur J Gallagher & Co.

INNOVATION AWARD 
HONOREE

Karen Clark
President and CEO,  
Karen Clark & Co.

YOUNG LEADER  
AWARD
Jon Perry

Assistant Vice President,  
Allied World

2018

HALL OF FAME  
LAUREATE

 Lori Goltermann 
Chief Client Officer 

and Chief Executive Officer, 
Global Enterprises, Aon

INNOVATION AWARD 
HONOREE

Strong Arm 
Technologies

YOUNG LEADER  
AWARD

Vanessa Contreras
Senior Vice President and U.S. 

Casualty Team Leader   
SCOR Reinsurance

2022
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PA S T  H A L L  O F  FA M E  R E C I P I E N T S

Welcome

Master of Ceremonies: Mimi Fiske
Regional President, Markel Corporation 
and Katie School Board Member

Introduction

Dr. Ajay Samant
Dean, College of Business
Illinois State University

Presentation of Awards 

Master of Ceremonies: Mimi Fiske

James Jones 
Executive Director Katie School

In Memorial Award  
Mark Willis

Steve Grabek
Katie School Member of Board of 
Executives

Young Leader Award

James Jones

Deborah Babcock
Associate Director of Katie School

Megan Smalter

Invocation 

Dinner

Master of Ceremonies: Mimi Fiske

Presentation of the Hall of 
Fame Laureate Award

James Jones

2024 Hall of Fame Laureate 
Timothy W. Turner
CEO Ryan Specialty 
Chairman RT Specialty 

EVENING PROGRAM
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Since 2010, I have 
served on the Katie 
School Advisory Board 
of Executives. As an em-
ployer and an alumnus 
of Illinois State Univer-
sity, I appreciate what 
the Katie School does in 
preparing students for 
the industry. The Katie 
School of Insurance 

and Risk Management at Illinois State University is 
a unique center of educational excellence. The Katie 
School was established in 1991 and helps to prepare 
over 300 students annually for careers in insurance, risk 
management, and actuarial science. The Katie School 
provides scholarships to attract top students and works 
with students and faculty to help develop “ready to go” 
graduates for the insurance industry. 

The Katie School has set the standard for how to 
prepare students for the insurance industry by offering 
customized curriculum, industry connections, and 
cutting-edge courses. The Katie School’s distinguishing 
hallmark is its connection to industry. That is unique. It 
works with the officers in Gamma Iota Sigma to bring 
over 90 industry speakers to campus each year. Through 
Katie School support, students attend numerous indus-
try conferences where they participate in sessions and 
network with industry professionals. The Katie School 
is well-known for its global perspective and fully funds 
international internships in London, Bermuda, Zurich, 
and other countries on an annual basis. 

The Katie School recognizes that the next-gener-
ation insurance workforce will not only need technical 
knowledge but will also need to leverage that expertise 
through critical thinking, negotiation skills, commu-
nication, and collaboration. To better address these 

requirements, the school has designed workshops, 
seminars, and one-on-one instruction to teach students 
these critical soft skills that have become differentiators 
in the digital age. 

The Katie School works with leaders in the insur-
ance industry to set students up with research projects 
tackling the latest emerging hazards and challenges that 
are present in the risk management environment. Some 
of these students have gone on to present their research 
to industry leaders at board meetings and at industry 
symposia. Students working with the Katie School un-
derstand that the value of their college education goes 
well beyond credentialing. 

The Katie School provides support for high school 
programs including a weeklong program, Redbird 
Risk Management, where students learn to manage the 
risks associated with a business. The program includes 
additional focus on inclusion efforts meant to attract a 
diverse pool of potential students to the Katie School 
of Insurance that may not otherwise be considering 
academic pursuits that would lead to career potential 
in the insurance industry. The Katie School believes in 
lifelong learning and offers programs for industry pro-
fessionals across the country. Additionally, networking 
for alumni outings and all industry at events such as the 
Katie School Golf Classic and this Katie School Hall of 
Fame are promoted. The Katie School is a good steward 
of the funds provided, and details of how the funds are 
used can be found on the next page of this program. 

Walter Cain
SVP Midwest Region COO at Chubb NA
Chair: Katie School Advisory Board of  
Executives

About the Katie School of  
Insurance and Risk Management

IMPACT OF YOUR HALL OF FAME FUNDS 
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Your support of the Hall of Fame is an investment in the future of 
the risk management and insurance industry. The Katie School has 
produced over 3,400 graduates working in the insurance industry, 
spanning more than 250 employers. Hall of Fame funding supports the 
following programming:

ATTRACTING TALENT 
•	Diversity Receptions for All 

Disciplines

•	High School Outreach Programs

•	Weeklong Camps for High 
School Students

•	Scholarships 

DEVELOPING TALENT 
•	Sending Over 100 Students to 

Industry Conferences

•	Bringing in Over 80 Industry Presenters 
to Campus

•	Support for Professional Exams

•	National and International 
Competitions

•	 Internships/Externships

•	 Industry Client Consulting 
Projects

•	Workshops on Innovation, and 
Future-Oriented Skills

•	2024 National Champion Agency 
Management Competition

•	2024 National Champion and Second 
Place Worldwide in Spencer-RIMS Global 
Competition

GLOBAL ENGAGEMENT IN RISK 
MANAGEMENT AND INSURANCE

•	Fully-Paid for International Risk Management Internships/
Externships

•	Collaboration with International Next-Generation Leaders
•	Global Risk Management and Insurance Conferences and Projects

IMPACT OF YOUR HALL OF FAME FUNDS 

Katie School students give a board 
meeting presentation.

High school students attend a Katie 
School summer camp.



Uli Boeing
Gen Re

Walter Cain
Chubb

Seth Davis
RLI

Bryon Ehrhart
Aon

Ryan Fee
Chicago RIMS

Mimi Fiske
Markel Specialty

John Hammond
AIG

Josh Harwood
AXA XL

Aaron Hillebrandt
Pinnacle Actuarial 
Resources

Bill Jones
Lockton

Lorie Kates
Travelers

Kelly Kinzer
Zurich North America

Adam Kopcio
Sompo International

Tom Krug
J. Krug & Associates

Blake Kuppersmith
Swiss Re

Rob McDade
COUNTRY Financial

David Ocasek
Surplus Line 
Association of IL

John O’Donnell
Afni, Inc.

Eric Pan
Gallagher

Randy Schlosser
Munich Re

Gavin Souter
Business Insurance

Pat Talley
Lloyd’s

Andy Wieduwilt
State Farm

The Advisory Board 
of Executives 2024 Event Committee

Illinois State University

Uli Boeing
Gen Re

Walter Cain
Chubb

Seth Davis
RLI

Colleen Essex
RT Specialty

Mimi Fiske
Markel Specialty

Steve Grabek
Sompo International

Lorie Kates
Travelers

Kelly Kinzer
Zurich North America

Terry McCann
RT Specialty

David Ocasek
Surplus Line Association 
of IL

Dr. Aondover Tarhule
President

Dr. Ajay Samant
Dean, College of 
Business

Dr. Kevin Ahlgrim
Ex-Officio, Chair, 
Department of Finance, 
Insurance, and Law

James R. Jones
Director, Katie School 
of Insurance and Risk 
Management

Deborah Babcock
Associate Director, Katie 
School of Insurance and 
Risk Management

12     KatieSchool.org



HIGH RETENTION AND 
GRADUATION RATES
Illinois State students complete their de-
grees on time. ISU’s retention rate remains 
among the highest in the nation at over 81.3 
percent, and our high graduation rate (66.3 
percent) is well above the national average.

FIRST-CHOICE 
INSTITUTION
Illinois State has welcomed our largest 
freshman class in history. We enroll more 
than 21,500 students, while maintaining 
academic quality and small class sizes.

DIVERSE CAMPUS
Illinois State provides accessible opportu-
nity and increasingly reflects the nation's 
changing demographics. We enrolled our 
most diverse freshman class in school 
history this year with 41 percent of these 
students and nearly 32 percent of the total 
student population coming from traditional-
ly underrepresented groups.

BANG FOR THE BUCK
Illinois State is ranked among the top uni-
versities for return on investment. U.S. News 
& World Report recognized the University as 
one of the Best Value Schools in the nation, 
and Washington Monthly included the Uni-
versity on the Best Bang for the Buck list in 
the Midwest. In addition, the University was 
also ranked among the top 30 percent of 
four-year higher education institutions for 
graduates’ return on investment.

RECORD  
FUNDRAISING
Illinois State University raised more than 
$35.4 million in private support, reaching its 
third highest private support total in univer-
sity history. Through these donations, more 
than 4,474 scholarships were awarded last 
fiscal year and 85 new scholarships were 
created.

TOP PUBLIC UNIVERSITY
Washington Monthly ranked the University in 
the top 106 out of all public national univer-
sities for the institution's contribution to the 
public good through social mobility, research, 
and public services. Illinois State made U.S. 
News & World Report's 2024 rankings of 
America's top public schools, at No. 112. In 
addition, the University was ranked in the 
upper echelon of Money’s 2024 list of Best 
Colleges in America for quality education and 
affordability.

CIVICALLY ENGAGED CAMPUS
Illinois State’s campuswide commitment 
to our core value of civic engagement has 
earned us recognition with the Elective 
Classification for Community Engagement, 
as an Excellence and Innovation Award for 
Civic Learning and Community Engagement 
recipient, and as a Voter Friendly Campus.

For a complete list of Illinois State 
University’s Metrics of Excellence, visit 
IllinoisState.edu/Points-of-Pride.

METRICS OF EXCELLENCE
I L L I N O I S  S TAT E  U N I V E R S I T Y ’ S
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On behalf of the 
College of Busi-
ness at Illinois 
State University, 
I welcome you 
to the Katie 
School Hall of 
Fame Innovation 
and Leadership 
Awards event. 
The Katie School 
excels in prepar-
ing students for 
successful careers 
in risk manage-

ment and insurance, and exemplifies the core values 
of the College of Business. These values include 
excellence in instruction and learning, dedication 
to knowledge creation, commitment to citizenship 
in and service to our institution, state, and nation, 
and maintenance of high ethical standards in our 
professional and personal lives.

The gold standard for colleges of business 
in the U.S. is accreditation by the Association 
to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business (AA-
CSB). There are over 10,000 business colleges in 
the country from among whom less than 800 are 
accredited by AACSB for business degree programs. 
From among this group of 800, less than 200 are 
also accredited by AACSB for accounting degree 
programs. It is a matter of pride that our business 
college is among the elite group of 2 percent of 
colleges in the nation accredited by AACSB in both 
business and accounting.

The mission of Illinois State University’s College 
of Business is, through commitment to excellence 
in learning, to prepare students to become skilled 
business professionals who think critically, behave 
ethically, and make significant contributions to orga-

nizations, communities, and our global society.
The strategic trajectory of the college is guided 

by academic innovation, community engagement 
and impactful business education. This strategy 
is regularly updated in consultation with all our 
stakeholders including students, faculty, staff, 
alumni, employers, and the larger business commu-
nity. The college has a dynamic Business Advisory 
Council consisting of business leaders representing 
most major industries in the Midwest. The col-
lege is proud of the academic quality of its degree 
programs in accounting, finance, insurance and law, 
management and marketing. The college is home 
to outstanding service centers including the Means 
Center for Entrepreneurial Studies, Institute for 
Financial Planning and Analysis, Varner Interna-
tional Business Institute, Organizational Leadership 
Institute, Professional Sales Institute, and, of course, 
the Katie School.

Our major in Risk Management and Insurance 
has been consistently ranked in the top 10 in the 
U.S. and is recognized as a top program in industry 
engagement and co-curricular talent development.  
The International Insurance Society has recognized 
Illinois State University to be a Global Center of 
Insurance Excellence. The Katie School supports the 
actuarial science program, which is recognized as a 
Center for Actuarial Excellence. 

I commend the leadership of the Katie School 
for providing outstanding learning opportunities in 
risk management and insurance for our students. I 
applaud you for your professional accomplishments 
and thank you for sharing your valuable time with 
us on this special occasion. 

Dr. Ajay Samant
Dean, College of Business at  
Illinois State University

Message from the College of Business

Dean 
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Lexington Insurance congratulates

2024 Katie School
Hall of Fame Laureate:

Tim Turner
CEO, Ryan Specialty
Chairman, RT Specialty
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Ascot Congratulates 2024 Katie School
Hall of Fame Laureate

Timothy W. Turner
President, Ryan Specialty

Chairman & CEO, Ryan Turner Specialty
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CEO, Ryan Specialty
Chairman, Ryan Turner Specialty

Timothy W. 
Turner

2024  
KATIE SCHOOL  
HALL OF FAME 

LAUREATE 

Setting an inspirational standard for our 
industry’s next generation of leaders.

Everest is  
proud to honor
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Proud to support the

2024 Katie School
Gala “Hall of Fame”

Katie School of Insurance
and Risk Management,
Illinois State University 

Tim Turner
President, Ryan Specialty 
Chairman & CEO, RT Specialty

Ardonagh Specialty Holdings Ltd incorporates Ardonagh Specialty Limited (and its appointed representative Inver
Reinsurance Brokers Limited), Besso Limited, Bishopsgate Insurance Brokers Ltd, Compass London Markets Ltd,
Ed Broking LLP, Oxford Insurance Brokers Limited, Piiq Risk Partners Ltd, and Bishopsgate Insurance Brokers
which are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority using the trading names Price Forbes and
Price Forbes Re.
687-2410

We congratulate this year’s Gala Honouree:
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The Surplus Line Association of Illinois proudly supports
the Katie School of Insurance and Risk Management

at Illinois State University College of Business

MEGAN SMALTER

YOUNG LEADER AWARD HONOREE

TIM TURNER

2024 HALL OF FAME LAUREATE

The Surplus Line Association of Illinois
is Pleased to Congratulate
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Proud sponsor of the 
Katie School Hall of Fame 
Innovation Leadership 
Awards Event

We help you win.
To learn more about Amwins and the 
resources we provide, visit amwins.com

When you partner with Amwins, you’re 

partnering with a company that cares 

about more than the bottom line. 

We know that a strong community is 

essential to the success of our clients 

and partners, and by investing in the 

well-being of those around us, we create 

a better future for everyone. 
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Aon is in the 
Business 
of Better 
Decisions
We exist to shape decisions 
for the better — to protect  
and enrich the lives of  
people around the world. 

aon.com 

Aon is proud to support the Katie School 
and congratulates the 2024 Innovation 
Leadership awardees.
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©2024 Chubb. Coverages underwritten by one or more subsidiary 
companies. Not all coverages available in all jurisdictions. Chubb® 
and its logo, are protected trademarks of Chubb.

Proud to Support
Illinois State University
Katie School of Insurance 
and Risk Management

chubb.com 
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Proud Supporters of the 
Katie School 
At CRC Group, we’re proud to stand with the Katie 
School and its incredible alumni. Together, we’re 
opening doors to exciting career opportunities for the 
next generation of talent.  
 
Let’s build a future full of success—starting with you.

Learn more about us at CRCGroup.com



G
O

L
D

 I
N

V
E

S
T

O
R



G
O

L
D

 I
N

V
E

S
T

O
R

© 2024 Arthur J. Gallagher & Co. | GPUS102089

AJG.com | The Gallagher Way. Since 1927.

Face tomorrow with confidence.
For nearly a century, we’ve been a trusted insurance, risk management, and 

consulting partner for businesses, communities, and people around the globe. 

Customizing programs and solutions tailored to your needs. Driving better outcomes 

for your people and your organization. Helping you build the confidence to handle 

whatever comes next.

Contact us to learn more.
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hudsoninsgroup.com

Hudson Insurance Group
is proud to support the

2024 Katie School Hall Of Fame
Innovation Leadership Awards Event.

Congratulations to 
Tim Turner and all the other

2024 Hall Of Fame nominees.
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We win together
Markel is a proud supporter  
of the Katie School Hall of Fame  
and its mission to inspire the  
next-generation of insurance leaders.
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Complicated risk? Navigators is the most direct route to specialized solutions  
for your nontraditional exposures. Paired with value-added services, you can  
offer your clients loss prevention and protection against the risks they face. 

TheHartford.com/Navigators

THE RISK MAY BE  
COMPLEX, INSURING IT 
DOESN’T HAVE TO BE.

The Hartford Financial Services Group, Inc. (NYSE: HIG) operates through its subsidiaries, under the brand name, The Hartford, and is headquartered in Hartford, Connecticut. 

24-SC-2551751 © July 2024 The Hartford
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PANTHEON
SPECIALTY
PA N T H E O N  S P E C I A LT Y  I S  A N  I N D E P E N D E N T LY  

O W N E D  S P E C I A L I S T  I N S U R A N C E  B R O K E R A G E .  

H E A D Q UA RT E R E D  I N  LO N D O N  A N D  W I T H  A C C E S S  

TO  T H E  G LO B A L  I N S U R A N C E  M A R K E T P L A C E .

www.pantheonspecialty.com

P R O U D  T O  S U P P O R T  T H E  K AT I E  
S C H O O L  O F  I N S U R A N C E  A N D  

R I S K  M A N A G M E N T  
C O N G R AT U L AT I O N S  T I M  T U R N E R
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You inspire people every 
day with your leadership, 
innovation and integrity 
and exemplify the best of 
the insurance industry.

Congratulations, 
Tim!

Timothy W. Turner 
CEO of Ryan Specialty
Chairman of RT Specialty

2024 Katie School Hall of Fame Laureate
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Proud sponsor of the  
2024 Katie School Hall  
of Fame Event, celebrating 
accomplishments and supporting  
the future in the insurance  
and risk management industry.

sompo-intl.com
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COMMERCIAL.ALLIANZ.COM

From specialty
 to sustainability

ALLIANZ COMMERCIAL
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Allied World is Proud to Support

a l l i e d w o r l d i n s u r a n c e . c o m

I N S U R A N C E .   R E I N S U R A N C E .   W O R L D W I D E .

THE 2024 KATIE SCHOOL  
HALL OF FAME INNOVATION 

LEADERSHIP AWARDS EVENT
Honoring:  

Timothy W. Turner 
President, Ryan Specialty 

Chairman & CEO, Ryan Turner Specialty
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Lighting the way 
for the future...

That’s Specialty 
Solutions, Elevated

AXIS is proud to sponsor the 
Illinois State University 
Katie School Hall of Fame
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Core Specialty, through its subsidiary insurers, 
o
ers a diversified range of specialty insurance 
products for small to mid-sized businesses

READY 
TO GO.

www.corespecialty.com 201 E. 5th St., Suite 1200
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A business of Marsh McLennan
Copyright © 2024, Marsh LLC.  

All rights reserved. 24-346014-US

Unlocking possibilities 
through perspective to 
shape a brighter future

At Marsh, we shape the future through 
our perspective, expertise, and solutions, 
empowering our clients to thrive — a 
foundation strengthened over 150 years.

marsh.com
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Nationwide and the Nationwide N and Eagle are service marks of 
Nationwide Mutual Insurance Company. © 2024 Nationwide

nationwide.com/experience

The power of education.
 

Nationwide E&S is honored to support the 
Katie School of Insurance and Risk Management. 



S
IL

V
E

R
 I

N
V

E
S

T
O

R

RLI is a specialty insurer in 
Peoria, IL, serving niche property, 
casualty and surety markets. RLICORP.COM

       THANK  
          YOU FOR
    LEADING  
       THE WAY.

Congratulations to the 2024  

Hall of Fame Laureate Tim Turner  

RLI is a proud sponsor of the  

Katie School of Insurance and  

Risk Management
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SERVICINGABOUT US

Power Up Your Insurance Team – 
We Bring You the Industry’s Best, 

Nationwide!

Power Up Your Insurance Team – 
We Bring You the Industry’s Best, 

Nationwide!

TPAs

Brokers

Carriers

MGUs

throughout the process. 

Industry  with dedication, 
Exclusively  serving the  Insurance

for 36+ years, Since 1988
Family owned & operated

 communication, and  transparency

South Bay Search
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CO N G R AT U L AT I O N S  H O N O R E E

T I M OT H Y  W.  T U R N E R
P r e s i d e n t ,  R ya n  S p e c i a l t y

C h a i r m a n  &  C E O ,  R ya n  Tu r n e r  S p e c i a l t y

We are proud to support the  
2024 Katie School Hall of Fame 
Innovation Leadership Awards.
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Doing the right thing for our customers, communities and 
coworkers is at the heart of our culture. We support the needs 
of all people and readily help one another learn, grow, thrive and 
succeed. 
 
Whether you’re providing coverage or claim service,   delivering 
new technologies to make customer interactions better, or 
bringing new products to market, helping others will always be at 
the core of everything you do. If you’re looking for a career with 
purpose, look to Travelers.

travelers.com/careers

@TravelersCareers@TravelersCareers @Travelers

Travelers provides equal employment opportunity to all employees and applicants. To view our full statement, visit https://careers.travelers.com/accessibility-contact-legal/#Equal © 2024 The 
Travelers Indemnity Company. All rights reserved. Travelers and the Travelers Umbrella logo are registered trademarks of The Travelers Indemnity Company in the U.S. and other countries. The 
Travelers Indemnity. Company and its property casualty affiliates. One Tower Square, Hartford, CT 06183.

A CAREER WITH A PURPOSE
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Westfield Specialty  
 is proud to support  
the  Katie School of  
Insurance and Risk 
Management.

Congratulations to Katie School  
HALL OF FAME LAUREATE, Tim Turner,  
and all the 2024 honorees!

westfieldspecialty.com
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What can go right 
when leaders 
truly inspire?
Zurich congratulates the 2024 Katie School 
of Insurance Innovation and Leadership 
Award recipient, Timothy W. Turner, 
President of Ryan Specialty and 
Chairman and CEO of Ryan 
Turner Specialty. We are 
proud to support the 
mission of the Katie 
School of Insurance 
and Risk Management.

© 2024 Zurich American Insurance Company
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Tim, 
CONGRATULATIONS 
on your induction to 

The Katie School  
Hall Of Fame!

specialty.auw.com
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Argo Group is proud to join in honoring our 
valued partner Timothy Turner of 

Ryan Turner Specialty upon his induction 
into the Katie School Hall of Fame. 

argogroup.com

Congratulations
Timothy W. Turner, 

2024 Katie School 
Hall of Fame Laureate
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2024 KATIE SCHOOL
HALL OF FAME LAUREATE

Timothy W. Turner
President, Ryan Specialty
Chairman & CEO, 
Ryan Turner Specialty

AXA XL is proud to support the Katie School of Insurance and Risk Management 
at Illinois State University in their mission to educate and inspire students and 
other stakeholders of the insurance industry by relating examples of how individual 
people and insurance organizations have benefited society, and industry, with their 
actions and deeds.

axaxl.com
 

AXA XL is a division of AXA Group providing products and services through three business groups: AXA XL Insurance, AXA XL Reinsurance and AXA XL Risk Consulting.
AXA, the AXA and XL logos are trademarks of AXA SA  or its affiliates. © 2024

Congratulations!
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CONGRATULATES
2 0 2 4  K A T I E  S C H O O L  

H A L L  O F  F A M E  L A U R E A T E

T I M O T H Y  W .  T U R N E R

and is

PROUD
T O  S U P P O R T  T H E  

K A T I E  S C H O O L  O F  I N S U R A N C E
A N D  R I S K  M A N A G E M E N T

A T  I L L I N O I S  S T A T E  U N I V E R S I T Y

www.bowheadspecialty.com
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Leading the way 
CNA is proud to sponsor the Katie School Hall of Fame 
Innovation Leadership Awards and to congratulate honoree 
Timothy Turner of Ryan Specialty for inspiring the next 
generation of risk management and insurance leaders.

cna.com

“CNA” is a registered trademark of CNA Financial Corporation. Certain CNA Financial 
Corporation subsidiaries use the “CNA” service mark in connection with insurance 
underwriting and claims activities. Copyright © 2024 CNA. All rights reserved. 5445 202499
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More confidence
Insurance you can count on
At COUNTRY Financial, we make insurance easy. Whether you’re shopping 
for home or auto insurance, our representatives take the time to understand  
your specific needs and explain what options work best for you. Worry less 
and feel more confident knowing you’re covered. 

Auto and Home policies issued by COUNTRY Mutual Insurance Company®,  
COUNTRY Casualty Insurance Company®, or COUNTRY Preferred  
Insurance Company®, Bloomington, IL. 
 

0924-209CP

Visit countryfinancial.com and get started today.  

The Parker Family
Clients since 2009
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Proud to support 
The Katie School of 
Insurance and Risk 
Management
at Illinois State 
University

howdengroup.com
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Working alongside industry leaders, policymakers 
and market partners to enable the progress our 
customers want, and the world our children deserve.

Discover more at lloyds.com/purpose

Sharing risk to create 
a braver world 
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Congratulations to 
2024

 Hall of Fame Laureate 

Tim Turner

USLI is a proud supporter of the 
Katie School of Insurance and Risk Management

usli.com/careers

USLI aspires to be the very best insurance company for underwriting insurance for businesses along with a select group of 
specialty products. We are committed to making a difference to our customers through well-designed products delivered 
with unparalleled speed, service and support. A member of the Berkshire Hathaway family of companies, USLI is an A++ 
rated company that supports its products with financial strength and stability. In addition to our innovative products, we 
provide a broad range of marketing assistance to our customers to help ensure their long-term success.

Wayne, PA (Main Campus) | Austin, TX | Boise, ID | Charleston, SC | Denver, CO | Mission Viejo, CA | Oak Brook, IL | Toronto





DESIGN AND MARKETING

Illinois State University Marketing and 
Communications

Ken Purcell

MASTER OF CEREMONIES

Mimi Fiske

MUSICIANS

String Quartet
Alex Kiley
Elizabeth Romanyuk
Sunny Tang
Bryce Williams

Jazz Trio
Matthew Muñeses
Kevin Gunawan
Christian Hindratno

PHOTOGRAPHER

Linda Horton 

PLANNING

CL Consulting 
Four Seasons Hotel Chicago 
The Flower Firm

VIDEO PRODUCTION

Phil Vandiver

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Scan to make a gift to the
TIMOTHY W. TURNER 
IMPACT FUND

The Katie School of Insurance and Risk Management would like to thank the following 
for their generous support of the 2024 Katie School Innovation & Leadership Awards and 
Hall of Fame:

This document is available in alternative formats upon request by contacting Katie School of Insurance and  
Risk Management at (309) 438-3021.

Illinois State University, as an equal opportunity/affirmative action employer, complies with all applicable federal and state laws regarding affirmative action, 
nondiscrimination, and anti-harassment. Illinois State University is committed to a policy of equal opportunity for all persons and does not discriminate on 
the basis of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, sexual orientation, order of protection, gender identity and expression, ancestry, age, marital status, 
disability, genetic information, unfavorable military discharge, or status as a veteran in employment, educational programs and activities, or admissions. 
Inquiries or complaints may be addressed by contacting the director of the Office of Equal Opportunity and Access by email at EqualOpportunity@
IllinoisState.edu, by calling (309) 438-3383, or by mail at Illinois State University, Campus Box 1280, Normal, IL 61790.    

university marketing and communications     25-30693 printed on recycled paper  ♻


